
Thank you to all of our 2015 sponsors: 

Media Partner 



A Watershed for Life  

Proud winner of the International Thiess River prize     ¶    Member of Conservation Ontario  

 
 
 
 

The Need for Change! 
The Lake Simcoe story 

Rob Baldwin, LSRCA 
Jay Michels, EOR 

2015 TRIECA Conference 
March 26, 2015 



3  

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority  ¶  A Watershed for Life  

Å277 ponds in the 
watershed, 135 quality 
and 142 quantity.  

ÅArea treated by ponds 
=12,000ha 

ÅDesign criteria has the 
phosphorus removal of 
these ponds at 4.2 
tonnes/year.  Plus flood 
control.  

ÅAre they working? 

 

All Stormwater Ponds 

Stormwater management of the past and 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΧΦΚ 



Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority  ¶  A Watershed for Life  

ÅDespite this the health and  
quality of many urban rivers 
and streams continues to 
decline. 

 

 

ÅIn 2010 a study was conducted 
to answer the  question: Are 
stormwater ponds working? 

Need for Change: Current SWM Practices 
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority  ¶  A Watershed for Life  

Stormwater Pond 
Assessment 

Å In 2010, 98 ponds were 
studied to evaluate physical 
and chemical function  

ÅPond depth 

ÅPhysical parameters (spot 
and selected logging) 

ÅWater chemistry 

ÅSediment chemistry 

ÅSediment fractionation 

ÅAverage age of ponds =10, 
oldest =23, newest =2 
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority  ¶  A Watershed for Life  

Are Stormwater Ponds Working? 

Maintenance 

ÅLack of pond maintenance 
decreases the available 
storage volume increasing  
the risk of flooding. 

 

 Å56 of the 98 ponds 
require maintenance at 
an estimated cost of 
$18.5 million. 


